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A  PRELIMINARY  LOOK  AT  ‘CURRENT  COINS’ 


Since  early  March,  about  ninety 
world-wide  panelists  have  been  sending 
their  suggested  revisions  for  the  new 
edition  of  CURRENT  COINS  OF 
THE  WORLD  to  Racine.  Most  of  the 
changes  are  valuations,  but  there  are 


numerous  other  revisions  in  this  annual 
updating  task,  such  as  new  issues  and 
date  corrections. 

In  those  months  between  edition  re¬ 
leases  we  had  kept  collectors  up  to 
date  on  new  coin  issues  in  our  Whitman 
Numismatic  Journal.  Tentative  catalog 
numbers  and  valuations  were  reported 
each  month.  Most  of  you  arc  aware  that 
the  WNJ  was  discontinued  with  the 
December  1968  issue.  Continuity  has 
been  maintained  by  various  selected 
coin  journals  throughout  the  world  who 
carry  this  new-issue,  catalog-number 
information  on  a  frequent  schedule  to 
their  readers. 

When  you  read  this,  you  will  know 
that  CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE 
WORLD  is  on  the  press  and  is  scheduled 
for  release  to  the  trade  in  late  August. 
The  suggested  retail  price  remains  un¬ 
changed  at  $2.50,  with  the  same  dis¬ 
count  as  at  present. 

From  the  author-editor  point  of  van¬ 
tage  we  are  privileged  to  see  the  coin¬ 
value  prices  gradually  form  a  complete 
picture  of  the  market  as  the  reports 
come  in.  This  concensus  results  from 
thousands  of  price  suggestions  which 


reach  us  from  all  over  the  globe.  Aver¬ 
aging  is  similar  to  the  system  used  for 
other  standard  coin  catalogs,  such  as 
the  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins ,  Hand¬ 
book  of  US.  Coins,  and  others.  As  we 
study  the  master  sheets  we  find  our¬ 
selves  picking  up  the  general  trend  or 
pattern  of  interest  among  collectors  of 
world  coins.  This  year  more  than  mere 
market  values  have  been  revealed  in 
the  reports,  and  we  thought  our  dealer 
friends  might  like  to  know  which  are 
the  most  active  coins  and  learn,  as  we 
did,  what  special  characteristics  distin¬ 
guish  coins  which  are  most  likely  to 
succeed  in  the  current  market. 


No  positive  statistical  conclusions  are 
implied  by  this  brief  analysis.  We  simply 
have  made  up  a  list  of  the  fort)'  most 
mentioned  coins  and  have  tried  to  ex¬ 
plain  why  these  issues  might  have  man¬ 
aged  to  make  friends  and  influence  the 
1969  market.  We  hope  you  will  find 
the  personality  traits  of  this  select  group 
as  thought  provoking  as  we  did.  (See 
chart. ) 

A  few  obvious  characteristics  can  be 
mentioned : 

All  but  one  of  the  entire  list  are  silver 
coins.  The  single  exception  is  Vatican 
No.  48  100  Lire  1950,  a  gold  piece. 

( Continued  on  page  4) 


Whilo  all  orders  for  the  1970  Red  Kooks  wore  exceptionally  lorge  this  year,  ihot  of  Don  Hirschhorn 
Company,  Inc.  was  by  for  the  largest.  An  entire  truckload  was  shipped  for  firs  1-day  sales.  Pictured  os  the 
truck  departed  are,  I.  to  r.,  Dick  Thompson  and  Harold  Richow  of  the  Hirschhorn  Racine  office  and 
Western's  Jerry  Huebner  and  Dick  Yeoman. 


BOUND  TO 
ATTRACT  ATTENTION 

Who  took  the  brown  out  of  Brown 
and  Dunn?  That’s  what  everyone  will 
be  asking  when  they  see  the  new  cover 
of  the  popular  B  &  D  Grading  Guide. 
The  colorful  design  of  the  fifth  edition 


that  has  recently  gone  on  sale  throughout 
the  country  is  bound  to  attract  attention, 
but  more  than  that,  is  an  indication  to 
collectors  that  this  is  a  new  and  com¬ 
pletely  revised  edition. 

The  definitions  used  in  Brown  and 
Dunn’s  Guide  to  the  Grading  of  United 
States  Coins  arc  recognized  and  used  by 
all  collectors  and  dealers.  For  many 
years  the  book  has  been  the  standard 
authority  on  the  grading  of  coins.  As 
such,  it  is  indispensable,  and  this  new 
volume  contains  even  more  information 
than  ever  before. 

The  authors  have  carefully  updated 
and  reworded  many  of  the  listings  for 
greater  clarity.  Additional  grades  and 
better  illustrations  have  been  added  and 
a  new  chapter  now  offers  guides  for  a 
convenient  numerical  system  of  identify¬ 
ing  coin  grades. 

The  206-page  hard-bound  book,  No. 
9096.  has  a  suggested  retail  price  of 
$3.00.  Everyone  interested  in  United 
States  coins  is  a  potential  purchaser  of 
this  entirely  new  book.  ■ 

BOOKSHELF  ALBUMS  HOLD 
PROOF  ONLY  ISSUES 

Whitman’s  decision  to  produce  coin 
albums  to  accommodate  the  recently- 
issued  proof-only  dimes,  quarters,  and 
halves  was  announced  in  a  recent  issue 
of  the  Merchandiser.  As  the  result  of 
a  special  survey,  we  found  that  collectors 
were  equally  divided  in  their  opinions 
as  to  whether  or  not  they  would  collect 
die  proof-only  specimens  as  part  of  the 
regular  series  of  U.S.  coins. 

Cogent  arguments  were  presented  by 
them  for  and  against  the  practicality 
of  including  these  coins  in  the  Book¬ 
shelf  series.  In  order  to  accommodate 
both  segments  of  collectors.  Whitman 
is  now  marketing  two  styles  of  Bookshelf 
Albums  for  the  current  dime,  quarter. 


and  half.  The  “regular”  albums  are 
exactly  the  same  as  what  has  been  in 
die  line  up  to  diis  point.  They  provide 
spaces  for  one  coin  of  each  date  and 
mint  as  issued  for  regular  circulation. 

The  new  Bookshelf  Albums,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  providing  spaces  for  all  of  the 
regularly  issued  coins  in  each  of  the 
three  series,  have  spaces  for  the  1968-S 
and  1969-S  coins  that  have  been  mimed 
only  as  proofs  and  never  -eleased  to 
general  circulation.  Collectors  who  use 
these  albums  will  probably  have  to  buy 
proof  sets  and  break  them  apart  in 
order  to  fill  die  albums.  But  this  is 
what  nearly  half  of  the  people  sun-eyed 
wanted  and  it  sounds  like  an  interesting 
way  to  collect. 

In  the  future,  if  additional  proof-only 
coins  are  issued,  they  will  also  be  added 
to  these  special  albums.  Exactly  what  the 
future  of  United  States  proof  issues  may 
be  is  still  a  matter  of  conjecture.  It  is 
quite  certain  that  the  government  will 
continue  to  issue  proof  coins  in  the 
future,  but  whether  or  not  sets  will  con¬ 
tain  pieces  minted  only  as  proofs  is  un¬ 
certain.  The  government  has  not  yet 
announced  whether  proof  production 
will  be  continued  at  San  Francisco  or 
if  the  new  Philadelphia  mint  will  take 
over  that  job. 

The  much  discussed  new  silverless 
dollar  has  not  yet  been  signed  into  law, 
but  it  seems  a  likely  bet  that  the  1970 
proof  sets  will  contain  a  silvcrless  dol¬ 
lar,  and  it  is  our  private  hope  and  spec¬ 
ulation  that  it  will  honor  President 
Eisenhower. 

Whatever  the  future  may  hold,  it 
seems  certain  that  the  popularity  of 
proof  coins  can  only  increase,  and  what¬ 
ever  the  government  docs  to  make  these 
coins  more  desirable  and  popular  can 
only  add  to  the  hobby.  For  our  part, 
we  pledge  to  keep  pace  with  collectors’ 
demands  by  providing  attractive,  in¬ 
expensive,  and  practical  albums  and 
plastic  holders  to  accommodate  these 
coins. 

The  three  new  Bookshelf  Albums  for 
proof-only  issues  are  as  follows: 

No.  9587  for  dimes 

No.  9588  for  quarters 

No.  9589  for  half  dollars. 

Be  sure  to  stock  these  new  items.  All 
indications  arc  that  they  will  be  ex¬ 
tremely  popular.  ■ 

KEEPING  CURRENT 

Keeping  all  of  the  many  Whitman 
publications  current  and  up  to  date  is 
a  never  ending  task.  Not  all  of  the  coin 
reference  books  are  revised  annually 
like  the  Red  Book  or  Blue  Book;  some 
of  the  less  popular  scries  arc  revised  only 
when  our  stock  is  depleted.  Each  time 


a  book  is  reprinted,  however,  care  is 
taken  to  see  that  the  text  is  reviewed, 
any  errors  corrected,  and  that  additional 
information  or  up-to-date  listings  are 
included. 

A  typical  example  of  this  is  the  Coin 
Collectors  Check  List  and  Record  Book 
of  US.  and  Canadian  Coins  (No.  9091 
bulk  and  No.  9856  blister).  A  recent 
printing  of  this  popular  book  has  just 
been  completed,  and  before  this  item 
went  back  on  press,  we  carefully  updated 
listings  of  all  the  U.S.  and  Canadian 
coins  issued  since  the  previous  edition. 
All  mintage  records  have  been  reviewed, 
several  new  photographs  have  been 
added,  and  a  multitude  of  other  minor 
improvements  made. 

At  first  glance,  the  new  check  list 
looks  very  much  like  the  previous  edi¬ 
tion.  It  is  the  minor,  almost  unnoticed, 
changes  that  help  Whitman  to  maintain 
its  reputation  of  authority  and  com¬ 
pleteness  in  coin  publications. 


The  fact  that  this  book  has  been  con¬ 
stantly  in  print  since  1960  testifies  to 
its  popularity.  It  is  a  consistently  good 
seller  and  deserves  to  be  in  every  dealer’s 
store.  Although  a  new  edition  has  just 
been  released  this  does  not  mean  that 
older  editions  are  particularly  out  of 
date.  No  special  announcement  will  be 
made  of  the  fact  that  this  is  a  new 
edition.  It  will  simply  be  there,  better 
than  ever,  the  next  time  you  order  the 
Check  List  in  either  the  bulk  or  blister 
packing.  ■ 


STAMP  MONTHLY 
CEASES  PUBLICATION 

In  September  1967  the  Stamp  De¬ 
partment  of  Western  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.  launched  one  of  the  boldest 
experiments  in  the  history  of  American 
philatelic  publications.  It  introduced  to 
the  hobby  a  new  journal.  The  Gibbons- 
W hitman  Stamp  Monthly,  which,  as  its 
prime  purpose,  supplemented  the  annual 
Gibbons-W hitman  Postage  Stamp  Cata¬ 
logue ,  Part  One. 

A  second  aim  of  the  monthly  journal 
was  to  bring  a  new  dimension,  fan¬ 
tastically  accurate  multicolored  stamp 
reproduction,  into  the  daily  life  of  Amer¬ 
ican  philatelists. 


When  The  Gibbons-W  hitman  Stamp 
Monthly  “hit  the  street,”  it  quickly  re¬ 
ceived  the  plaudits  of  the  entire  hobby. 
Two  international  philatelic  exhibitions 
in  succession  awarded  medals  to  the 
journal  for  excellence  and  philatelic 
merit. 

This  praise  encouraged  us  to  continue 
to  produce  a  high-quality  magazine, 
never  doubting  that  subscription  support 
would  mount  as  confidence  in  the  pub¬ 
lication  developed. 

However,  while  thousands  supported 
The  Gibbons-W  hitman  Stamp  Monthly 
through  its  first  year  of  operation,  there 
was  not  the  sufficient  growth  needed 
to  meet  publication  costs  and  justify  a 
continuation. 

Therefore  a  decision  was  made,  and 
with  the  May  issue  The  Gibbons- 
Whitman  Stamp  Monthly  has  ceased 
publication. 

We  hope  that  all  who  have  supported 
the  journal  for  its  21 -month  existence 
have  enjoyed  it.  We  feel  certain  that  a 
vast  majority  of  subscribers  never  would 
have  condoned  a  move  on  our  part  to 
cheapen  the  publication.  So  rather  than 
express  an  apology,  we  wish  to  take  this 
final  opportunity  to  thank  our  many 
loyal  readers  for  their  support. 

Back  issues  of  die  Stamp  Monthly  are 
available  through  this  office  while  sup¬ 
plies  last.  All  copies  of  Volume  I,  Nos. 
1-12  and  Volume  II,  Nos.  1-9  are  25<* 
each  post  paid.  The  entire  group  of  21 
issues  is  $5.00.  ■ 

CENTENNIAL  OF 
DOMINION  COINAGE 

Jim  Charlton’s  Standard  Catalogue  of 
Canadian  Coins,  Tokens  and  Paper 
Money ,  No.  9058,  has  been  out  of  stock 


for  several  months  and  collectors  both 
in  this  country  and  in  Canada  arc 
eagerly  awaiting  the  new  edition,  which 
is  being  shipped  right  now. 

1970  marks  the  centennial  of  Domin¬ 
ion  coinage,  and  in  Canada  this  will  be 
celebrated  by  the  issuance  of  a  newly 
designed  silver  dollar.  The  1970  18th 
edition  of  Whitman's  Canadian  catalog 
also  commemorates  this  event  on  the 
special  cover  of  the  new'  catalog,  which 


shows  both  old  and  new  coins. 

Revisions  in  the  18th  edition  include 
price  changes  throughout  the  book. 
These  revaluations  arc  spotty,  but  most 
show  an  upward  trend.  Half  dollars, 
dollars,  and  coins  of  Edward  VII  are 
the  most  active.  Scarce  early  tokens  arc 
also  up  in  value  and  there  are  many 
changes  in  the  paper  money  section. 

The  suggested  retail  price  of  this  128- 
page  hard-bound  volume  is  still  $1.25  in 
the  United  States.  ■ 

COMING  SOON 
MARK 

YOUR  CALENDAR 

A  revised  edition  of  Ken  Bressett’s 
Lei's  Collect  Coins  is  now  being  shipped. 
Stock  number  is  9380  for  this  handy 
and  colorful  64-page  booklet  which  sells 
for  only  50? .  A  long-time  popular  favor¬ 
ite  for  most  dealers,  the  book  contains 
basic  information  about  coin  collecting 
and  a  list  of  current  premium  prices  for 
all  valuable  U.S.  coins. 

The  1970  27th~edition  of  R.  S. 
Yeoman’s  Blue  Book  will  be  ready  for 
distribution  during  the  first  part  of 
October.  As  mentioned  in  the  last  Mer¬ 
chandiser,  this  book  is  rated  No.  12  in 
the  list  of  best  selling  non-fiction  books — 
but  there  is  hardly  any  need  to  tell 
dealers  how  popular  and  important  this 
annual  volume  is  to  collectors.  Stock 
number  is  9050  and  the  suggested  retail 
price  $1.25  for  the  128-pagc  hard-bound 
edition.  Details  about  the  new  book’s 
contents  will  be  given  in  the  next 
Merchandiser,  but  in  the  meantime,  be 
sure  to  get  your  orders  in  for  first-day 
delivery.  ■ 

WHITMAN  STAMP 
PRODUCTS  OFFERED 

We  get  letters  and  phone  calls  from 
stamp  dealers  asking  about  our  policy  on 
stamp  supply  distribution.  It  seems  that 
there  are  many  parts  of  the  country 
without  jobber  service.  We  are  also  told 
that  their  regular  jobber  does  not  stock 
certain  popular  Whitman  stamp  prod¬ 
ucts  that  dealers  and  their  customers 
wish  to  order. 

What  to  do? 

Our  answer  is  simply  this:  To  give 
the  broadest  service  coverage  to  our 
growing  line  of  philatelic  accessories,  it 
is.  our  intention  to  service  any  dealer 
directly  from  our  warehouse  if  our 
products  are  not  otherwise  available  to 
him. 

This  answer  is  not  truly  a  change  of 


policy.  For  the  past  several  years  we 
have  sold  both  coin  and  stamp  supplies 
directly  to  retail  stores.  Retail  stores 
receiving  shipments  directly  from  the 
Western  warehouse  have  been  mainly 
our  regular  retail  customers  who  have 
been  regularly  visited  by  our  own  book 
and  game  salesmen.  We  are  simply  ex¬ 
plaining  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  place 
orders  with  salesmen  or  to  have  been  a 
retail  store  customer  in  the  past. 

We  urge  that  you  ask  your  jobber  first 
before  sending  an  inquiry  or  order.  The 
jobber  is  your  best  friend  and  can 
usually  provide  faster  service.  By  all 
means  support  him  and  let  him  know 
your  needs. 

Only  when  there  is  no  regional  source 
for  the  retail  store  do  we  encourage 
direct  orders  to  us. 

The  Whitman  stamp  supply  line  has 
grown  from  a  modest  start  two  years 
ago  to  an  impressive  assortment  of  over 
eighty  quality  products  designed  to  ac¬ 
commodate  all  facets  of  stamp  collecting. 
Unfortunately,  the  complete  Whitman 
line  has  never  been  made  available  to 
certain  parts  of  the  country  and  it  is 
hoped  that  under  this  present  system 
many  additional  dealers  will  be  able  to 
offer  this  fine  line  of  products. 

A  typical  example  of  Whitman  quality 
is  found  in  the  colorful  Lincoln  Stamp 
Album  for  U.S.  stamps.  It  is  updated 
through  1968  and  has  a  suggested  retail 
price  of  only  $4.95.  This  well  designed 
loose-leaf  album  combines  an  aesthetic 
design  with  educational  notes  about 
the  stamj>s.  It  has  been  a  consistently 
good  seller  wherever  olTcred.  Other 
similar  Whitman  products  cover  a  broad 
spectrum  of  collector  interest.  Nine  dif¬ 
ferent  stamp  albums  range  in  price  from 
$1.00  to  $7.95,  and  a  variety  of  supple¬ 
ments  keep  them  up  to  date.  Stamp 
binders,  stock  books  and  sheets,  as  well 
as  loose-leaf  pages,  give  the  collector  the 
type  of  flexibility  often  needed. 

An  assortment  of  Whitman  books, 
many  of  which  have  won  special  awards 
in  their  field,  provide  collectors  with 
authoritative  information.  These  range 
in  price  from  50?  to  $2.95  and  arc  in¬ 
dispensable  to  the  hobbyist.  A  variety  of 
stamp  kits  and  packets  add  interest  and 
color  to  any  dealer  s  shop  and  appeal  to 
all  collectors. 

The  Whitman  line  is  also  broad  in 
its  offering  of  accessories,  which  include 
labels,  hinges,  tongs,  water  mark  tray, 
preparation  gauge,  and  magnifiers. 

If  this  complete  line  of  Whitman 
stamp  products  is  not  available  to  you 
through  a  local  jobber  source,  you  arc 
invited  to  write  directly  to  Erv  Felix, 
Whitman  Stamp  Department,  Western 
Publishing  Company,  Inc.  Racine,  Wis¬ 
consin.  ■ 


PRELIMINARY  LOOK 
AT  ‘CURRENT  COINS’ 

(Continued  from  page  l) 

Of  the  forty  coins  which  make  up  this 
select  group,  thirty-three  were  issued  in 
a  single  year;  six  were  made  during  a 
two-year  period;  and  one,  the  Panama 
No.  16  Balboa,  was  issued  in  three  sep¬ 
arate  years,  1931,  1934  and  1947. 

Only  eleven  of  the  forty  coins  arc 
regular  issues,  of  which  six  were  issued 
in  a  single  year.  The  others,  totaling  29, 
are  commcmoratives  and  all  but  one 
have  a  single  date  of  issue.  The  one 
exception  is  Finland  No.  52  500.- 
Markkaa  1952  Olympic  Games  Com¬ 
memorative  issued  in  1951  (18,500 

pieces)  and  1952  (586,500) ;  the  latter 
date  is  priced  in  the  catalog. 

Conclusion : 

To  attain  popular  demand  in  today’s 
coin  market  it  helps  to  be  composed 
mainly  of  silver.  This  vanishing  element 
in  coins  has  apparently  turned  world¬ 
wide  attention  to  silver  alloy  pieces. 

Coins  which  commemorate  persons 
or  events  continue  a  trend  of  many  years 
of  popularity.  The  historical  side  of 
numismatics  is  basic,  and  memorial  coins 
further  this  trend  of  interest. 

The  issues,  regular  or  commemorative, 
which  arc  put  out  by  governments  in 
a  single  year  are  going  to  be  scarcer, 
and  have  a  good  chance  of  holding  their 
value  and  increasing  their  worth  over  a 
short  period. 

A  formula  of  success  for  a  coin  in 
today's  market  could  be:  A  silver  com¬ 
memorative  coin  struck  in  a  single  year. 

In  case  you  were  wondering,  more 
panelists  priced  Switzerland  No.  52  than 
any  other.  ■ 


Catalog 

Country 

Number 

Denomination 

Australia 

20 

1  Crown 

23 

1  Florin 

Bahamas 

7 

1  Dollar 

8 

2  Dollars 

9 

5  Dollars 

Belgium 

65 

50  Francs 

Belgian  Conge 

►  27 

50  Francs 

Bermuda 

2 

1  Crown 

Canada 

64 

1  Dollar 

Colombia 

72 

1  Peso 

Cuba 

23 

1  Peso 

Denmark 

63 

2  Kroner 

64 

2  Kroner 

Ecuador 

56 

5  Sucres 

Finland 

52 

500  Markkaa 

62 

10  Markkaa 

Germany 

113 

5  Marks 

114 

5  Marks 

115 

5  Marks 

116 

5  Marks 

Greece 

47 

30  Drachmai 

48 

30  Drachmai 

Israel 

35 

5  Pounds 

44 

10  Pounds 

Liberia 

17 

1  Dollar 

Luxembourg 

39 

250  Francs 

40 

100  Francs 

Monaco 

23 

10  Francs 

25 

10  Francs 

Norway 

84 

10  Kroner 

Panama 

16 

1  Balboa 

Romania 

87  100,000  Lei 

Spain 

122 

100  Pesetas 

Sweden 

87 

5  Kroner 

Switzerland 

52 

5  Francs 

53 

5  Francs 

56 

5  Francs 

Syria 

20 

50  Piastres 

Uruguay 

39 

10  Pesos 

Vatican 

48 

100  Lire 

Date  Description 
1937-38 

1951  50-year  Jubilee 
1966 
1966 

1966 

1960  Marriage  Comm. 

1944 
1964 

1967  Centennial  Comm. 

1956  200th  Anniv.  of  Mint 

1953  Marti  Centennial 

1953  Greenland  Comm. 

1958  18th  Birthday  Pr.  Margrethe 
1943-44 

1951-52  Olympic  Games 

1967  Independence  Comm. 

1952  Numberg  Museum 

1955  von  Schiller  Comm. 

1955  von  Baden  Comm. 

1957  von  Eichendorff  Comm. 

1963  Greek  Dynasty  Comm. 

1964  Constantine- Anne  Marie  Comm. 

1963  Seafaring- Independence  Comm. 

1967  Victory  Comm. 

1961-62 

1963  Millenary  Commemorative 

1964  Grand  Duke  Jean  Comm. 

1966  Anniv.  of  Marriage 

1966  Charles  III  Comm. 

1964  Constitution  Sequi.  Comm. 

1931-47 
1946-47 
1966 

1966  Parliament  Reform  Comm. 

1944  Battle  of  St.  Jakob 

an  der  Birs  Comm. 

1948  Centennial  of  Federation  Comm. 

1963  Red  Cross  Centennial  Comm. 

1959  Founding  of  Republic  Comm. 

1 96 1  Gaucho  Heroes  Comm. 

1950  Holy  Year  (Gold) 
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